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April 17, 2020 
Art Bridges 
RE: Curatorial Internship 

Dear Hiring Committee: 

I am writing with great excitement regarding the Art Bridges Curatorial Internship. I believe that my interest in diverse art histories, 
extensive research background and varied museum experience would make me a strong candidate for this position.   

As an organization that is deeply invested in art accessibility, Art Bridges speaks directly to my own personal commitment to equity 
and accessibility in the arts. Over the past four years I have worked through student organizations, museums and community 
organizations to promote diverse art histories and to craft public texts and programs that connect to various demographics around the 
world. From my work as a student curator and curatorial intern for the Nasher Museum of Art, to my research as a Mellon Mays 
Undergraduate Fellow I have consistently worked to bring my academic research into the museum space, and have collaborated with 
numerous university partners to bring diverse communities into the Nasher Museum of Art at Duke University.  

As a student curator and curatorial intern at the Nasher Museum of Art I have curated two exhibitions. The first exhibition, entitled 
Cultures of the Sea: Art of the Ancient Americas was a collaboration between my classmates and I for a Curatorial Practicum course. 
The second exhibition, entitled Dreams of Defiance: Black Feminist Fantasy and the Direct Gaze, has been a more independent 
curatorial venture. As an extension of my senior honors thesis, this particular project has allowed me to conduct independent 
collection research at the Nasher and collaborate with a wide variety of Nasher staff. While these collaborations have involved public 
programs and marketing materials, they’ve been especially fortified during COVID-19, given that I’ve worked with staff across the 
museum to reconfigure my exhibition for a digital space. Collaborating between departments to activate my scholarship has been a 
productive practice in balancing projects while crafting innovative and diverse collection displays. Taking part in such projects has 
cultivated my research skills, TMS proficiency and writing skills as they relate to museum labels, didactic panels and public marketing 
materials. My experience with both big-picture planning and meticulous detail-oriented tasks has lent itself well to work across the 
museum and has prepared me to serve the needs of both Art Bridges and its museum partners. 

Understanding the cultural significance and global nature of the art world, I’ve engaged with art objects through cultural institutions in 
addition to fine arts institutions. My work at the Mary Lou Williams Center for Black Culture at Duke University, the DuSable 
Museum of African American History, as well as the District Six Museum in Cape Town, South Africa was more than academic. 
While I did engage in extensive research projects, I also worked in the local communities where my positions have taken place and 
worked to understand how the institution’s mission and exhibitions could best align with the needs of their respective communities. 
This community engagement informed my position later as a curatorial intern for the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum. While a 
Guggenheim curatorial intern, I worked on acquisition reports and presentations, assisted with administrative tasks like loan letters 
and exhibition checklist updates, as well as research for the exhibitions Simone Leigh: Loophole of Retreat and Basquiat’s 
“Defacement”: The Untold Story. For these exhibitions I created an annotated bibliography and an in-depth chronology that required 
interdisciplinary research methods. The training I received at my previous cultural institutions prepared me for the interdisciplinary 
research at the Guggenheim, and the community engagement informed my perspective as well.  

The success I have experienced at each of these institutions has been largely due to my strong interpersonal skills, attentiveness to 
detail and persistent work ethic. My profound desire to bring my passion, training and talent to further the diversity and accessibility 
of museums has been especially significant to my success. This past February Duke University recognized my dedication to equity in 
the arts when I was awarded the Samuel DuBois Cook award for community leadership and activism. 

While I am proud of the work I’ve done at the Nasher and beyond to pursue diverse art histories, I would like to expand upon these 
experience and delve deeper into curatorial practice and accessibility strategies. As an Art Bridges Curatorial Intern, I believe that I 
could bring a unique and multi-faceted perspective that would contribute to the organizations’ mission to make American art 
accessible for everyone. As an Art Bridges Curatorial Intern, I would surely bring the same passion and collaborative spirit that has 
informed my most fruitful professional experiences. 

My resume is attached for your review. If you have any questions, please contact me at cell number or email. Thank you for your 
consideration and I look forward to the opportunity of an interview with the Art Bridges. 

Sincerely, 
Your name


